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Egg  production  on  farms  in  1942  is  expected  to  be  about  10  percent 

LARGER  THAN    IN    1941.      BECAUSE   OF  THE   PROSPECTIVE   FURTHER    IMPROVEMENT  IN 
CONSUMER  DEMAND   AND   HEAVY  PURCHASES  FOR   LEND-LEASE   NEEDS,    HOWEVER,  EGG 
PRICES   ARE   EXPECTED  TO  AVERAGE   HIGHER    IN    1942  THAN   THIS  YEAR.      ThE  INCREASE 
IN  CASH   FARM    INCOME   FROM  EGGS    IN    1942  OVER    1941    PROBABLY  WILL   CLOSELY  PARAL- 
LEL THE    INCREASE    IN   NONAGR I  CULTURAL   LABOR    INCOME;    AND  TOTAL  CASH  FARM  IN- 
COME  FROM  EGGS    IN    1942  MAY  BE   THE   LARGEST   ON  RECORD. 


THE  EGG  SITUATION  AT  A  GLANCE 
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THE    POULTRY    A  T.  D    EGG  SITUATICE 


Prodi'ction  of  poultry  products  is  reEpor-dirij  rapidly  to  favorajle 
prices,  ar.d  output  in  the  United  States  in  1942  ic  expected  to  ho  tl.e  large 
on  record* 

The  I'asis  for  a  naterial  increase  in  egg  pr odt-'.ct:  on  in  1942  vas 
established  vith  the  14-percent  increase  in  number  of  cldckens  raised  on 
farins  thJ.s  year  over  last.    This  year  narked  the  upturn  of  the  cycle  of 
chicken  production,  and  ivith  chicken  and  eg£  prices  sur)ported  at  not  less 
than  55  percent  of  parity''  a  further  increase  of  several  percent  in  chickens 
raised  in  15^42  is  protaole.    ''.Ith  the  nixmber  of  layers  nov;  in  prospect  for 
next  year  it  is  likely  that  the  tentative  peal  established  for  egg  produc- 
tion in  19'!?.  vdll  be  attained. 

The  roal  for  production  of  chicken  neat  in  1942  also  is  likely  of 
attainment.  Only  a  moderate  increase  in  tiie  hatch  ivill  be  necessary,  since 
the  slaughter  of  fov;ls  in  1942  probably  \7ill  be  larger  than  in  1941,  and 
numbers  of  9.11  chickens  on  farms  may  not  bo  incrersec'  to  the  '^xtent  they 
were  this  year.  The  1942  nunoer  of  layers  could  be  r.aintained  into  1943 
even  though  the  1942  hatch  should  be  no  larger  thaji  this  year's  output. 

The  effects  on  prices  received  by  farmers  of  the  prospective  larger 
supplies  of  poultry  products  are  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  a 
stronger  consumer  demand  and  by  the  Cepartment's  piarchasing  and  price- 
supporting  program.    Cash  farm  inco:rB  from  poultry  products  in  1942  T.dll 
be  materially  larger  than  in  1941  and  probably'-  the  largest  on  record. 
Farmers'  costs  also  i-.dll  be  higher  than  in  1941  but  nay  not  increase  as 
much  as  income. 
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Egg  production  continues  larger  than  a  ye&r  earlier  and  rrith  favor- 
able weather  r.dll  increase  furtlier  rslatlr^e  to  late  1940  as  this  year's  much 
larger  nuiuber  of  pullets  come  into  production.    The  margin  of  egg  prices 
over  those  of  a  year  earlier  has  been  decreasing  along  mth  the  relative 
increase  in  receipts.    The  price  of  fresh  firsts  at  Chicago  in  the  third 
■week  of  September  •was  about  50  percent  higher  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1940,  iid^ereas  in  mid-August  the  difference  -was  about  65  percent. 
Egg  prices  are  expected  to  continue  viell  above  those  of  a  year  earlier,  but 
the  increase  may  continue  to  be  less  than  usual  in  view  of  the  heavier 
marketings  in  prospect* 

ji^ket  supplies  of  young  chickens  are  continuing  to  increase  and 
storage  stocks  of  poultry  are  being  accumulated  despite  much  smaller  farm 
marketings  of  fovd  than  a  year  ago.    Vi/holesale  prices  of  live  chickens  at 
Chicago  in  mid-September  vrere  slightly  lovjer  than  in  mid-Augnist  but  have 
held  up  veil  in  vieT:  of  the  heav^--  marketings.     Prices  of  most  classes  are 
2  to  4  cents  birrher  now  than  a  year  ago, 

-  September  22,  1941 

OUTLCOIC  FCE  FEEDS 

The  combined  supplies  of  corn,  oats,  and  barley  for  1941-42,  plus 
the  1941  production  of  grain  sorghums,  total  125  million  tons,  slightly  more 
than  the  supply  last  year  and  17  percent  above  the  1928-32  average.  In 
the  central  area  of  the  Corn  Belt  supplies  of  corn  are  about  50  percent 
above  the  predr ought  average.    Supplies  in  the  eastern  Corn  Belt  also  are 
considerably  larger  than  the  1928-32  average,  but  in  the  area  west  of  the 
Missouri  river  supplies  are  considerably  bsloiv  this  average  though  larger 
than  in  other  recent  years. 

Supplies  of  wheat  millfeeds  for  1941-42  mil  be  above  average  for 
recent  years  and  supplies  of  high  protein  feeds  will  be  the  largest  on 
record.    Supplies  of  cottonseed,  peanut,  and  copra  cakes  and  m.eals  are 
expected  to  be  smaller  than  in  1940-41,    The  reduction  in  these  supplies, 
hcwever,  is  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  a  considerable  increase  in 
supplies  of  soybean  cake  and  meal.    Supplies  of  linseed  meal  mil  be  large 
again  in  1941-42,  since  flaxseed  crushings  rdll  be  heavy  and  foreign 
markets  for  sucli  caJce  and  meal  are  closed. 


PES -5  7 


5 


Prices  of  feeds  during  the  crop  year  1941-42  are  expected  to  be  sup- 
ported at,  or  above,  the  September  1S41  level,    A  raarl:ed  improveiriont  in  the 
demand  for  feed  -.;a3  largely  responsible  for  the  rise  ir  feed  prices  to  dc.te 
this  year,  although  provisions  for  higher  loan  rates  on  1G41  corn  and  ivheat 
■vTere  partly  responsible c    Prices  of  corn,  oats,  and  barley  are  10  to  15 
cents  per  bushel  higher  than  in  September  1940,  and  prices  of  v.^heat  mill- 
feeds  and  high  protein  feeds  are  ur)  from  $10  to  ^15  per  ton.    With  increases 
in  livestocl:  production  in  prospect  fv.'  1942  and  vvith  no  material  drop  in 
livestock  prices,  feed  prices  may  be  expected  to  continue  considerably  higher 
than  durjng  th.e  past  feT*  years. 

Unless  feed  ■orices  advance  more  than  novj-  seems  likel;/,  hov.Rver,  t?ie 
feed-egg  ratio  d-.-ring  the  coming  vdnter  ar:d  spring  period  probably  will  be 
m.ore  favorable  than  av:;rage  and  m.ore  favorable  than  during  the  early  part  of 
the  1940-41  -oroduction  season.    During  the  -Aeek  ended  September  13  tlie  feed- 
egg  ratio  at  Chicago  vfas  13  percent  more  favorable  than  a  yeai'  earlier  and 
6  percent  m.ore  favorable  than  the  1950-59  average. 

Feed-egg  ratio  at  Chicago 


(Dozenf^  of  eggs  required  to  buy  IOC  oounds  of  poultry  ration) 


Year 

'W'eok 

):id  ing 

as  of 

1941 

:  Feb.: 

22  : 

May 
31 

:  July: 

Aug  . 

Sept. 

Oct ,  : 
25  : 

Dec  • 

27 

:  26  : 

16 

25 

:  30 

:     o  : 

_13_:_ 

20  : 

27  : 

!  Doz  • 

Doz  • 

Doz , 

Doz, 

Dos  . 

Doz  • 

Doz  , 

Doz  . 

Doz  , 

Doz, 

Doz  . 

Doz  , 

Average 

1930-39: 

6,06 

7.11 

6,59 

6,43 

6.20 

6.07 

5.S7 

5.76 

5,75 

5,65 

4.73 

4,83 

1939 

.  6.21 

7,45 

5.76 

6,15 

6  ,  ov> 

6.13 

7,08 

6,59 

6,66 

6.39 

5,15 

6.52 

1940  : 

6.23 

7.82 

7.61 

7.17 

7,06 

6.78 

6,36 

6,25 

5,37 

6.02 

5.95 

5.52 

1941  : 

7.48 

5,83 

5,30 

5.59 

5.24 

5.15 

5  ,  32 

5  ,44 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 


EGG  SITuATIC^ 

REVIEW  OF  REC...:T  DE^TiLOHiJEI^^TS 

ITum.ber  of  Layers  Continues  to  Increase 
Relative  to  s  Year  Ago 

The  rjumber  of  layers  declined  about  normally  from  January  to  May  this 
year.    From  May  to  about  August,  hov/ever,  the  number  declined  less  than  usual 
and  much  loss  than  a  year  earlier.    Data  for  September  1  indicate  that  the 
number  is  continuing  to  increase  more  than  usual.    The  relatively  more  favor- 
able feed-egg  ratio  than  feed-chicken  ratio  was  instrumental  in  restricting 
foY/l  marketings  this  summer.    The  -wholesale  '^rice  of  hens  this  sum^.er  was 
about  one-third  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  ivheroas  the  price  of  eggs  was 
about  two-triirds  higher  than  in  the  su:.-nmer  of  1940,    In  addition,  extension 
poultrj'men  and  others  encouraged  farr.ors  to  postpone  marketing  their  old  hens 
in  order  to  obtain  larger  egg  production  in.  the  late  siiruner  and  early  fall. 

In  August  the  average  num.ber  of  layers  on  farms  in  the  United  States 
was  1  percent  larger  than  in  August  1940,    With  a  3-psrcent  higher  rate  of 
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lay  about  4  percent  more  eggs  v/ere  produced  during  the  month  than  in  August 
last  year.    By  regions  the  changes  from  a  year  earlier  in  the  August  egg  out- 
put v;ere  as  folloi^rs:    Worth  Atlantic,  4  percent;  East  Nortii  Central,  5  per- 
cent; YIest  iNlorth  Central^  6  percent;  South  Atlantic,  -2  percent;  South- 
Central,  7  percent;  and  Vfestern,  1  percent. 

Egg  production  in  the  United  States  since  September  1  apparently  has 
continued  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Receipts  at  Ivlidv/est  primary  markets 
have  been  tv^ce  as  large  as  a  year  a.-o,  and  receipts  at  Pacific  Coast  iVimary 
mai'hets  are  larger  thcji  a  year  earlier  for  the  first  time  this  year.    As  a 
result  of  heejrr  marketings  of  freshly  produced  eggs  the  net  vethdrawals  of 
shell  eggs  fi'om  storage  in  recent  vreeks  have  been  smaller  than  a  yeer  earlier. 

number  of  layers  on  farm.s.  United  States 


[Nov, 

Year 

[Jan. 

.'Feb, 

[li'Iar . 

[Apr  • 

[May 

[June 

[July 

[Aug. 

.Sept..  Oct. 

[Dec  . 

:  I.iil, 

Ml. 

iv'a  1  a 

I'alo 

Iv'Ii  1  • 

Liilo 

iii  1  . 

~MiiT 

Mil, 

T  .l  -L  . 

Mil^ 

:  332 

325 

315 

301 

9  Pd. 
O'x 

267 

253 

246 

256 

278 

o  uu 

1938 

:  307 

301 

292 

278 

248 

236 

254 

245 

269 

293 

314 

1939 

:  522 

315 

306 

292 

276 

260 

246 

242 

253 

279 

305 

326 

1940 

:  332 

32  7 

318 

304 

289 

270 

252 

247 

257 

279 

303 

320 

1941 

:  324 

313 

308 

295 

280 

266 

254 

249 

A.verage  number  cf  eggs 

produ 

ced  per  layer.  United  St 

ate  s 



Year 

[Jan. 

[Feb, 

'.Mar . 

[Apr, 

[May 

[June 

[July 

[Aug  , 

[Sept. 

'  Of>t  . 

[Nov, 



[Dec . 

:  ITo. 

'~¥oV ' 

Ho. 

No, 

Ho, 

No, 

Ho^ 

jTo  • 

Ho, 

Ho  • 

Ho. 

Ho, 

Average 

X  s7  O  V'     t_J  C/ 

:  6,6 

8.S 

14.3 

16.7 

16,3 

14.2 

12.7 

lle2 

8.9 

D  ,  O 

R  9 

:  7.9 

9.£ 

15,4 

17,5 

17.3 

14.9 

lo,o 

11.8 

9,4 

7,5 

S  -9 

fi  -.4 

1959 

8.0 

S.7 

14.9 

17.0 

17,0 

14.6 

13.2 

11,7 

c  -z 

•  o 

7,4 

6  .0 

6.8 

1940 

7.2 

9.0 

14  ,4 

16,5 

17,0 

14,8 

13.4 

11.3 

9.7 

7.9 

G  .2 

G.8 

1941 

8.7 

10.5 

15.0 

16.9 

17,4 

15,1 

13  ,8 

12„2 

Total  farm  production 

of  eggs.  United  States 

Year 

Jan, 

[Feb, 

.Mar  • 

.Apr, 

.Me.y 

.  June 

[July 

[Aug, 

.Sept. 

jOct . 

[Hov, 

*Dec. 

Mil. 

lai. 

Mil. 

mi. 

Milo 

Mil. 

Mil. 

m  1 . 

"l^ii.- 

Mi  1 . 

I'lil. 

"lair 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Average : 

1930-59: 

6,0 

8,0 

12,5 

13,9 

13.2 

10.5 

8,9 

7,6 

6.4 

5.2 

4.1 

4.7 

1938  : 

6.7 

8,3 

12,5 

13.5 

12,6 

10,3 

P  o 

7.6 

6.4 

5,6 

4,8 

5,5 

1939  : 

7,2 

8,5 

12,6 

13,8 

13.0 

10.6 

9,1 

7,8 

6.5 

5.7 

5.1 

6.1 

1940  : 

6.7 

8,2 

12,7 

14,0 

13.7 

11.1 

9.4 

8.1 

7,0 

6.1 

5.2 

6.0 

1941  : 

7.9 

9,1 

12,8 

13.9 

13.5 

11.1 

9,7 

8.5 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 
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Total  Storage  Stocks  of  Eggs  Now  Are 
Larger  Than  a  Year  Ago 

The  net  oiit-oi- storage  movement  for  "both  shell  end  frozen  eggs 
during  August  was  much  lighter  than  in  August  19^'0.    Diijring  the  first 
v/eek    in  September  an  into-storage  movement  for  frozen  eggs  occujrred.  This 
is  the  first  time  such  a  movement  has  occurred  after  Septemher  1. 

On  Septemher  1  total  United  States  stocks  of  shell  eggs  v;ere  Ip 
percent  smaller  rjid  private  stocks  were  11  percent  smaller  th&n  a  year  earlier. 
The  Depart::;ent  of  Agriculture  cvned  6l9,000  cases  on  iihat  da.te  this  year 
compared  v/ith  1,025,000  cases  on  September  1,  19^0,    Total  holdings  of 
frozen  eggs  'vere  about  one-third  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  privately 
owned  stocks  v;ere  20  percent  over  those  of  September  1,  19^0, 

3ggs:    Storage  stocks  in  the  United  States  cjii  storage  movement  at 

2o'  mj-rksts 


:  United  States 

Out 

-of-storage  movement,  vreek 

Year 

;  stocks 

ending  as  of  19^1 

"  Aug.  i;Scpt.  1 

:    Aug.  : 

L_30  : 

Sept,                         :  Oct. 
:      13     :    20      :    27      :  4 

1,000  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000      1,000      1,000  1,000 

Shell 

I  cp.ses  cases 

cases 

cases 

Cases      cases      cases  cases 

Average 
.  1930-39 


1939 
I9U0 


I9H1   

frozen 
Average 
1930-39  . 


1939 

iqUo 


13^1  .. 


S,30^  7,75^ 

7,024  6,59s 
1/6,716  i/'6,2l6 

1/2/ 
1/6, U02  5,515 


3,536 


3,352 
3,3Si+ 

^,162 

2/1/ 
3/5,57'^  5,5^2 


4,125 
4,427 


116 

1^3 

is6 

183 

205 

242 

39 

156 

203 

163 

201 

250 

125 

165 

210 

191 

190 

263 

95 

102 

34 

29 

37 

64 

74 

62 

64 

36 

50 

57 

71 

64 

5S 

19 


4/  6 


99 


Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 

1/    Excludes  U.  S.  Department  of  Agric-jlture  holdings  as  foliov/s?    Aug.  1, 
1940,  1,063,000  cases;  Sept.  1,  1940,  1,025,000  cases;  Aug.  1,  194l,  239,000 
cases;  and  Sept,  1,  194l,  519,000  cases. 
2/  Preliminary, 

1/'    Excludes  U.  S,  Departir.ent  of  Agricialture  holdings  as  follov/s:    Aug.  1, 
51,000  cases  and  Sept.  1,  549,000  cases. 
4/    Into-storage  n:ovc-ment. 


Egg  Prices  Advancing  Less  Than  Seasonrl-ly 

Advances  of  2  to  6  cents  in  egg  x^rices  during  August  were  fairly 
generrl.    ]>jLring  the  first  holf  of  September,  hov;ever,  prices  held  steady 
and  wholesale  prices  in  general  increased  less  thrn  seasonrlly  from  mid- 
August  to  mid-September,    As  a  result,  the  excess  of  prices  over  those  of 
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a  year  earlier  had  diminished  :5omewhat.    These  price  movements  coincided 
with  increases  in  receipts  relative  to  a  year  earlier,     la  mid-September 
the  price  of  fresh  firsts  at  Chicago,  -^.t  29  cents,  v;as  about  ^0  percent 
higher  than  a  year  previous.    The  aveiago  prico  received  by  farmers  in 
mid-Au£7ist,  26.8  c^nts,  v/as  55  percent  higher  than  in  August  19^0, 

Price  per  dozen  received  by  f;irmers  for  e^r.s,  United  States 


Year 


Jan.:  ITeb,:  Mar.:  Apr.:  May  :  -Tune:  July:  Au^.  :Sei:!t, :  Oct.:  Nov.:  Dec. 

15  :   15  l_i5__i_ J_  15_ J.  15  ;   15  ■   15  '  15    '   15  '   15  '  15 

Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Centra  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents 


Avora^^e 

1930-39 

:  22.8 

18.8 

16.1 

16.0 

15.9 

15.7 

17.0 

18. 7 

21.9 

2U.7 

28.2 

26.3; 

1938 

I  21.6 

16. 1| 

16.2 

15.0 

17.6 

18.2 

19.9 

21.0 

2^.9 

27.1 

29.0 

27.9^ 

1939  . 

IS.  8 

16.7 

16.0 

15.5 

15.2 

lU.q 

16.5 

17.5 

20.6 

22.9 

25.8 

20.5 

19^0 

18. 3 

20.2 

15.0 

15.1 

lU.U 

16. '1- 

17.2 

21.0 

23.7 

26.2 

26.8 

I9U1 

19.7 

16. S 

19.7 

20.1 

23  .2 

25.6 

26.8 

Agriciilt^JTaJ.  Marketing  Service  data. 

Department  Annoruic r  s  Further  Price  Support 
for  Chickens  and  Eggs 

In  early  September  the  Secretary  of  Agricul-ture  a,nnounced  that  in 
order  to  encourage  sufficient  production  of  some  products  prices  received 
by  farmers  would  bo  supported  -it  not  loss  than  85  percent  of  prrlty  until 
December  3I.  IS'^^,    The  products  specifically  included  are  chicl-rens,  eggs, 
evaporated  milk,  dry  skiui  milk,  chcoso,  and  hogs,,    Por  c-hicksAo  and  eggs 
this  price-supportirg  program  is  dif-.^-rant  from  tra.t  -^mrovv-ced  Las  ^  April  in 
that  it  applies  to  form  3-ricos,  not  to  m;  rkjt  prioje^    P;  rit ;y  price  for  a 
commodity  having  a  p^e-;^'pr  bf  se  4.s  tr  ^  price  v:b"".ch  gives  to  the  commodity 
a  purchasing  povrerj  with  respect  to  rrticl^rs  thrt  farmers  buy,  and  interest 
and  taxes  pajcible  per  oore  on  farm  rea.l  estate,  equivalent  to  the  purchasing 
power  in  the  base  period  (Auguat  IPO'^-JuD-y  191^) . 

Computation  of  Parity  Prices 

Por  eggs  parity  prices  are  computed  as  follows:    The  simple  cWerage 
of  prices  received  by  fajrmers  for  e^.j,s  in  the  base  period  {Zl,^  cents  per 
dozen)  is  multiplied  by  the  current  index  number  of  prices  paid  by  farmers 
for  commodities  (including  interest  r:  '  taxes),  and  then  this  fi;;,-ures  is 
divided  by  100.  1/    To  determine  the  parity  price  of  eggs  for  any  month  an 
adjustment  for  seasonal  vrjriaticn  is  made.    This  is  done  by  multiplying  the 
above  result  by  the  index  of  seasonrJL  variation  in  egg  prices  for  the  month 
in  question  and  dividing  by  100,     (index  n-anbors  of  seasonal  variation  in 
egg  prices  v/ere  published  in  the  May  isi'ue  of  The  Poultry  .-ind  Egg  Situation 
report .) 

Using  data  for  August  19^+1  the  computations  are  as  follows:  21.5 
cents  (price  in  base  period)  X  135  (index  number  of  prices  paid,  including 
interest  rn.d  taxes)  i-  100  =  29  cents  ( mad  just  ed) .    29. 0  centr  X  97 

T/    These  monthly  index  numbers  are  published  by  the  A.^icultural  Marketing 
Service  in  its  r.id-month  local  market  price  report. 


PES-57 


-  9  - 


(Auoist  index  n'jjnber  of  seasonal  variation)  +  ICO  =  2S.1  cents,  the  parity 
price  for  August  I9U1.    The  average  price  received  "b7  fanners  for  eggs  in 
the  United  States  in  A\igiist  \<as  26,8  cents  or  35  percent  of  parity.  Eighty- 
five  percent  of  parity  for  Aug^ist  v/a,s  23.9  cents. 

The  base-period  prico  for  chickens  is  11. U  cents  per  pcond.  Parity 
prices  for  chickens  are  compxited  in  the  same  way  as  for  eggs  except  that  no 
adjustment  is  ma,de  for  ser.sonal  variation.    Farmers  have  "been  receiving  a 
larger  percentage  of  parity  for  chickens  than  for  eggs  to  date  this  year, 

It  is  apparent  that  vrith  the  current  level  of  prices  paid  "by  farmers 
for  commodities  used  in  production  (the  index  number  of  which  has  advanced 
matorially  in  recent  months),  the  support  level  of  S5  percent  of  parity  for 
eggs  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  farm  eqioivalent  of  the  22-cent  Chicago  price 
announced  last  April. 

Egg  Furchn.se 3  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Much  Smaller  in  P.ecent  V/ec-ks 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  now  is  purchasing  dried  egg  products 
end.  shell  eggs,  hut  until  further  notice  no  more  frozen  eggs  will  he  purchased. 
Purchases  "by  months  and  for  recent  weeks  are  shovm  in  the  accompanying  table. 
The  approximate  shell-egg  equivalent  of  all  egg  products  purchased  up  to 
September  20  v;as  slightly  over  5  million  cases. 

Purcha,ses  of  eggs  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  19^1 


Date  .  Shell  ',  Frozen  ,  Dried 


:  Cases  1,000  pounds  1,000  poimds 

Month:  : 

Jan  :  ^,003 

Feb  :  173,003 

Mar  :  72,191 

Apr  :  3S6,925 

May  :  395,711  15,527  SUO 

June   :  3S,UC1  .     6.2^0  735 

July  :  316,535  U2,218  i+,750 

Aug  :  96,736  2.205  6,525 

¥eek  ended:  : 

Sept.  6      1,298 

13      1,337 

20  ...:  1+2,850    1,31+5 


Data  from  Surplus  Marketing  Administration. 

^2/  Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  rjnd  eggs  from  I9IO  to  date  as 
percentages  of  parity  are  presented  in  tables  appearing  toward  the  end  of 
this  report. 
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Exports  of  ii^ggs 

Total  exports  of  shell  eggs  have  increased  consideraoly  since  April, 
Exports  of  eggs  for  May  and  June  19^'-1  were  gre.'vter  than  for  any  calendar 
year  from  1931-^0  inclus:iTe,    Export  da.ta  by  coTintries  are  not  availalDle 
hut  shipments  to  Britain  irnder  the  lend-lease  authority  no  douht  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  increase,    however,  additions!  quantities  of  eggs  also 
probably  are  being  shipped  to  Carribboan  ajid  other  nearby  outlets  since  they 
formerly  obtained  large  quantities  from  the  low  countries  of  Sm-opo,. 


Exports  of  eggs  and  egg  products,  Unitod  States,  by  months, 

I9I+O-I11 


Month 

:  Shell 

eggs  : 

Egg  prod-. 

cts 

:         ]/:,40  : 

13^1  : 

19^0  : 

I9UI 

:    1,000  dozens 

1,000  dozens 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Jcji, 

:  2SU 

327 

7.55^ 

3^,522 

Ecb. 

!  212 

293 

2l,H6l 

17,51^ 

Mar. 

'  363 

359 

23,121 

77,252 

Apr. 

Usg 

iU,903 

36,093 

May 

:  796 

7,^90 

16,602 

li4,8l+7 

June 

312 

6,231 

7,^77 

15,310 

Jvly 

320 

5,722 

7,776  . 

9,250 

Aug.  : 

33^ 

14,110 

227 

lU,185 

Oct , 

310 

9.5^9 

Nov,  ! 

350 

30,455 

Dec ,  : 

3I8 

21,839 

Basic  data  from  De-Dart..>:'nt  of 

Comiuorce , 

OUTLOOK  -  EGGS 


BACKGROUND.-  The  n^jmbsr  of  eggs  produced  per  hon  increased 
gradually  during  the  past  three  decrdes.     In  recent  year's 
the  r.nnual  rate  of  lay  has  averaged  a.bout  10  percent  higher 
than  in  the  late  1920'c,    The  increase  in  the  fall  ?Jid 
winter  months  has  been  most  pronounced,  exceeding  5O  per- 
cent over  the  late  1920's  for  November  nnd  December,  As 
a  result  of  ci  higher  average  rate  of  production  relatively 
fewer  hens  care  supplying  the  nation's  egg  requirements 
than  a  decade  or  more  ago.    The  nujiiber  of  layers  re  cached 
an  all-time  peak  of  ^27  million  in  January  1928.    Vfith  the 
drcn<:ht3  and  unfavorable  feeding  ratios -in  the  1930 's,  the 
nuT.oer  of  layers  was  reduced  considerably,  especially 'in 
the  West  North  CentroJ.  rjad  South  Gentrrl  States,  but  these 
areo-s  will  recover  much  of  their  losses  by  next  January, 
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Continued  Heavy  Sgr  Froduction  in  p-'^^spect 


Egg  production  very  likely  will  continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
during  the  remainder  of  1941.    As  a  result,  the  excess  of  egg  prices  over 
a  year  earlier  may  continue  to  decrease.     The  nuraber  of  layers  on  farnis  v/ill 
continue  to  increr.se  rapidly  relative  to  late  1940  during  coming  months  and 
the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  probably  will  continue  at  record  or  near-record 
high  levels.     Total  egg  production  on  farms  in  1941  v.-ill  be  something  like 
3.5  percent  larger  than  in  1940. 

Xumber  of  pallets  on  Farms  9  percent  Larger 
than  a  ;."ear  ^^arlior  on  Sep":ember  1 


The  14-percent  larger  number  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  this  year 
than  in  1940  resulted  in  9  percent  more  pullets  on  September  1  than  on 
September  1  a  year  ago.     Ey  regions,  the  increases  in  pullets  on  Septc-m.ber  1 
over  September  1,  1940  were  as  follov/s:     North  Atlantic, 5  percent; 
East  Ilorth  Central,  8  percent;  Vvest  North  Central,  10  percent;  South  Atlantic, 
1  percent;  South  Central,  19  percent  and  Vv'*' stern,  10  percent. 

Although  the  increase  over  e  year  earlier  in  nijmber  of  pullets  on  farms 
declined  from  19  percent  on  August  1        9  percent  on  September  1,  conditions 
in  general  favor  a  ccnsiaerable  increase  in  numb-.;r  of  iay-rs  for  1942. 
Farmers  are  continuing  to  sell  f  ;v--er  cIg  hens  than  they  did  in  1940  and 
v.'ith  continued  f^-vorable  egg  prices  a  larger  proportion  of  this  year's 
pullets  vdll  be  saved  for  egg  production  rather  than  marketed  for  slaughter. 
In  addition  the  record  large  late  hatch  v/ill  provide  a  considerable  number 
of  pullets  for  addition  to  laying  flocks  well  into  1942.     These  factors, 
together  Vvdth  the  campaign  by  extension  vrorkers  and  others  to  encourage 
fanners  to  keep  all  available  hens  for  egg  production,  are  expected  to  result 
in  an  increase  in  layers  by  January  1942  of  about  10  percent  over  January  1941. 

Large  Increases  in  payers  T uking  riace  in 
^£0ught  Areas  _of_  1930 's 

Up  until  this  year  poultry  numbers  in  the  YJest  ITorth  Central  and  in 
the  South  Central  regions  had  not  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  droughts 
in  the  middle  ISSO's.     But  this  year  these  regions  show  the  largest  in- 
creas3s  in  chickens  rb.iscd  and  are  expected  to  follow  through  v;ith  large 
increases  in  layers  also. 

Egg  production  in  1942  Sxpected  to  be  About 
10  jercen':.  Larger  than  in  1941 


To  supply  sufficient  eggs  for  domestic  and  lend-lease  needs  in  1942 
a  total  egg  production  of  a  little  over  4  billion  dozen  eggs  is  needed. 
This  includes  an  allowance  for  nonfarm  produ.ction  and  is  about  10  percent 
larger  than  the  probable  output  th^'s  year.     The  largest  increases  are  ex- 
pected in  the  West  North  Central  and  South  Central  States.     Some  States 
may  incrsase  output  20  percent  over  the  1941  production.     The  rate  of  lay 
in  1942  may  average  even  higher  than  in  1941  since  the  proportion  of  pullets 
in  next  year's  flocks  v:ill  be  larger  on  the  average  than  it  v;as  this  year. 
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In  addition  the  feed-egg  ratio  next  year  probably  "ivill  be  favorable  for 
egg  production  during  tlie  entire  season  of  heavy  output.     In  1941  the 
ratio  did  not  become  favorable  until  April. 

Favorable  Egg  Prices  in  Trospect 

Egg  prices  in  1942  are  expected  to  average  somewhat  higher  than  in 

1941.  Purchases  of  eggs  for  lend-l^^ase  needs  in  1942  are  expected  to  total 
about  a  half  billion  dozen  or  about  16-3/4  million  cases   (approximate  sh^i.ll- 
egg  equivalent).     Thes^  parchases,  which  will  supplement  an  even  stronger 
consumer  demand  in  this  country  than  in  1941,  form  the  basis  for  the  favor- 
able outlook  for  prices.     If  necessary,  i-n  order  to  support  prices  at  65 
percent  of  parity,  the  Department  vfill  purchase  eggs  in  addition  to  tliose 
needed  for  lend-lease  shipm.ents.     Such  eggs  would  be  used  for  distribution 
to  people  in  low  incom.e  groups  and  for  building  up  reserves  of  food  in  this 
country.     Even  after  allowing  for  exports  of  about  13  percent  of  the  pros- 
pective total  production  for  1942,  dom^.  stic  supplies  of  eggs  on  a  per  capita 
basis  ivill  be  as  large  as  the  average  for  recent  y?ars,  or  larger. 

The  nuLiber  of  layers  for  1943  will  be  larger  trian  in  1942  if  the 
prospective  increase  in  chiclren  production  materializes.     Egg  production 
in  1943  probably  would  increase  correspondingly.     In  such  an  event,  an  even 
stronger  consum.er  dem.and  than  in  1942  and  perliaps  increased  purchases  by 
the  Government  might  be  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  lev/  egg  prices  bfter 

1942,  depending  partly  on  the  general  level  of  commodity  prices. 

Ataple  Egg-?.rying  Capacity  nov:  in  Prospect  for  1942 


Prior  to  this  year  the  record  production  of  dried  egg  products  in 
this  country  was  about  10  million  poionds.     On  the  basis  of  a  20-23  hour-day 
and  300  days'  operation,  plants  in  existence  in  early  1941  probably  had 
the  capacity  to  produce  50  m.illion  pounds  of  dried  product.     To  meet  domestic 
and  lend-lease  needs  a  much  greater  output  is  needud.     With  governmental 
encouragement  and  some  granting  of  priorities,  it  now  appears  that  sufficient 
drying  facilities  will  be  constructed.     By  January  1942  total  capacity  on 
an  annual  basis  is  expected  to  be  between  130  and  140  million  pounds.  This 
vj-ill  be  ample  to  provide  for  norm.al  domestic  needs  and  m.aximum  British  re- 
quests under  the  lend-lease  prograim,  and  leave  sufficient  facilities  to  dry 
a  large  part  of  cjriy  special  reserves  3f  eggs  that  mo.y  be  set  aside. 

Ilear-Reccrd  C-ash  Farm  Income  in  Prospect  for  1942 

Cash  farm  income  from  eggs  in  1941  probably  will  be  about  one-third 
larger  than   in  1940  and  may  be  the  largest  since  1929.     In  1942  cash  farm, 
income  from  this  source  will  be  much  larger  than  in  1J41,  the  largest  since 
1920,  and  it  may  even,  be  the  largest  on  record.     Higher  costs  v/ill  partly 
offset  the  larger  returns  in  1942,  but  all  things  considered  it  vdll  be 
more  profitable  than  average  to  produce  eggs  next  year.     The  efficiency  of 
egg    production  has  increased  materially  in  the  past  10  or  15  years. 
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PiiV^EW  OF  EECMT  DIVFL'  PI.OiiFTS  M 

Hatchery  Ov-j'^^t^  i£  IQ'll  Lcirgart  in  r^istor;-  ■  flj 

In  early  15U1  farnwrs  indicated  that  thej  Liteaded  to  purchase  about  S 
9  percent  rore  chicks  than  in  19U0.     The  er  .'ly  season  chick  deuand  was  in 
line  v;ith  thone  intentions,  "but  as  egz  pric2s  weakensd  in  late  February  and 
in  early  March  the  dornii,nd  for  chick?  dec;. 'r  3d.    As         prices  "began  advancing 
in  late  March,  hov^ver,  the  de-nand  for  cn.tcn  again  increased  and  after  the 
Secretary's  annour..- -^mant  of  the  price-suj  o -ting  program  in  early  April,  farfn- 
ers'  dcmaiid  for  ci  .'/'ks  kept  hatcheries  op.  t;  ting  at  r-^cord  levels.  During 
the  firct  8      nths  ':'f  l'."-^"-,  ik  percent  more    ;hicks  were  produced  tha,n  the 
preirious  record  for  tnc-t  period  in  1939  on/  ?5  percent  .nore  than  in  the  cor-  1 
responding  cnnths  of  I9U0.    Farmers  parchpse from  ha-cherios  atout  77  percent  I 
of  the  chickens  they  raised  this  year  compa  i  d  with  73  pc^rcont  in  19^-^0  and 
less  tlian  ^0  percent  a  decade  ago.  i 

Iferke tings  of  Young  Ohickcns  Increasing; 
Fov;  I  Seel-  ling 

Marketings  of  fowls  in  recent  vreek^  'nxve  "beer  ::early  one-thirl  smaller  [ 
than  a  year  errlier.    The  iriovement  of  yoiong  chickens  on  the  otxier  hand  has 
continued  Ir.rger  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  ±9^+0  though  oy  a  slightly 
declining  r..c.r-§in.    luring  thu  week  ended  Septernher  13  raceipts  of  young  ctock 
at  cen-'-Tal  west  priraary  markets  were  4  percent  larger  than  in  the  correspondi?ig 
week  of  last  year. 


a-^ceiptr  of  dressed  poultry  at  four  markets 


Year  ; 

j\ 

iq 

i,c:;o 

1,000 

p'^UP.  Is 

uoi^nds 

Average; 

1930-39 

U,3S0 

1539 

5,9^2 

6,9^8 

19^0 

6,079 

19U1 

.  7/4U0 

b,339 

lo 


Week  ending  as  of  19^1  

J3_ 


30 


13. 


20 


21 


uct . 

"25  " 


",000    JL,00C     2,000    1,000  1,000 


5,22U 

5,302 

5,303 

5.761 

6,233 

6,627 

7,641 

7,003 

6,591 

6,031 
7.5'^7 
7,^99 

5,1s? 
6,307 
6,756 

6,  ^'-3 
7.979 
9,912 

7.371 

3,i;72 

7,530 
g,^03 

3,^33 
9,796 

data. 

;  chickens  increased 

considc 

irahly  during  August, 

Agricultural  Marketi'ig  Service  data. 

Storage  stocks  of  young  chick 
the  increase  more  tlaan  offsetting  the  declines  in  holdings  of  fowls  and  tur- 
keys.   Total  stocks  of  poultry/  increased  ahout  U  million  po^mds  during  the 
month  and  on  September  1  were  U  percent  larger  than  the  previous  record  high 
for  that  date  a  year  earlier.     Stocks  of  hroilers  v/ero  up  56  percent;  stocks 
of  fryers  were  about  tv;ico  as  large,  and  stocks  of  roasters  v;ere  nearly  three 
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tiir.es  as  lar^e  as  on  Septemtor  1,  l^'^O,     Stocks  cf  fovOus  v:src  down  1^-  pei-cent 
and  stocks  of  turkeys  v/ero  33  P'^^rcent  under  the  record  SBptomber  1  stocks  of 
19^.    Although  holding;?  of  poultry  on  Septen^ber  1  arr^  n.Tmally  a"bout  at  the 
seasonal  low  point,  the  distri'oution  arnon^j  classes  this  year  is  sif^nif icant . 
Stocks  of  yo"ung  chickens  nov/  are  nearly  twice  as  lar^e  as  a  year  ago. 

Fo^oltr;;,-:     Storage  ::tockE  in  the  United  States  and  storage 
mcvejiient  at  2o  markets 


;    United  States  : 

Year 

stocks  : 

A\'^.  1  :Se^^t.  1  : 

.  1,000  1,000 

Average 

pounds  pouias 

1330-39 

l+?,2S3  ^9,17^4 

1939 
19U0 
15^1 

6U,9is  62,370 
S2,Ul5  £2,173 

SI, 206  2/3^,276 

Into-storage  movement,  v/oe]c  ending  as  of  19^1 

A-'^,     ;    Sep 

:      b        :  "    13  : 


Oct, 


_jg  I 

1,000 

pQ'onds 
157 

I/SI9 
1/53^1 


1,000 
pound? 


U36 


1,000 

po'-jids 

330 


1/610  1/1,122 
137  601 

i,Ue:o  735 


_20  : 

"i7oo 

pounds 
89U 

1/119 
1,990 


_27_ 
1,000 
pp-gnd; 


IT 


1,000 

■oounds 


1,887  2,073 


1,SU9 
2.25U 


UUi 
2,377 


Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data, 
1/    Out-of- storage  novoment. 

2/    Preliminary,  ■  • 

Chicken  Prices  Continuing  Aoove  a  Year 
Earlier  Despite  Heavier  Receipts 

Wholesale  prices  of  young  chickens  at  Chicago  in  mid-Septem"ber  were 
slightly  lower  than  a  month  earlier,  Imt  prices  of  most  classes  were  from  2 
to  4  cents  higher  than  in  Soptemher  19^0.     r/holes;alc  prices  of  heavier  fowls 
on  the  other  hand  wore  ^  to  S  cents  al)0ve  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  much 
lighter  sales  of  hens  "by  farmers.    Prices  of  leghorn  fov/ls  v/ere  only  slightly 
higher  than  in  Septesoer  I9U0. 


SEPTEI-^dER  1941 


Poriltry,  live:    Wholesale  price,  "oy  clasres,  at  Chicago,  average 
193b-^-kj  and  selected  dater>  I9U0  and  lS'-:-l 


Spring  chickSGs: 

h  pomids  and  over  • 

Colored  . . .  ,  

V'hite  B.ock  ....... 

Bar  red.  Rock-  

Under  k  poiinds 

Colored  

White  Pock-  ...  

Barred  Rock   

Broilers : 

Z-I/2  pounds  and  'onds 

Colored   


White  Pock  . 
Barred  Rock 


Chicago  Price  C^jrront. 


Price  per  -ooioi'i.d  received  "by  farmers  for  live  caickens, 

United  States 


Class 

.i336-'-o 

'Sept. 

Oct. 

Cents 

'  i\rov , 

* 

^'""eek  ending 

rept.  6; 

S?pt.l3;Se 
Gentfl  C 

pt.20 

ents 

Cents 

Ce^^ts 

Cents 

Cents 

Genv.  s 

Cents 

-iens : 

Over  5  pcunds   i 

IS.S 

15.0 

lo.O 

13.1 

1U.9 

19.1 

20 .  U 

20.3 

20. '4 

5  poinids  and  under  . , 

16.6- 

■  15.0 

16.0 

13.1 

12.6 

17 . 6 

19.7 

20. U 

19.3 

13.0 

11.2 

11, h 

10. s 

10.2 

15. U 

15.8 

15. U 

15.5 

i3Uo 
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1^.7 

17.1 

1U.2 

14.8 

1  {  t  cl 

ll.l 

^6.^ 

^•->  •  ^ 

16.3 

16.^ 

IS. 5 

lo.o 

15.7 

lo.O 

19.2 

13.6 

IS.C 

18. H 

16.7 

18. 5 

10.6 

15. '4 

15. U 

19.6 

.  19.1 

13.6 

17.7 

15. H 

15.9 

14.5 

13.9 

14.3 

17.0 

17.3 

17cO 

16. 8 

17.^ 

17.6 

16.3 

15. S 

15.8 

19.2 

18.8 

13.  U 

IS. 5 

17.7 

17.3 

1G.4 

15.2 

16.1 

19.3 

19.5 

19.3 

18.2 

i5.7 

Ib.l 

15.5 

16.2 

16.3 

17.2 

17.5 

17.5 

17.5 

xo .  9 

17.5 

18.1 

18.6 

19.0 

19.0 

19.0 

19.0 

13.5 

1,  .0 

17.3 

13.0 

IS. 7 

19:8 

20.1 

20.5 

20.5 

Year 


Jan.:  Feo.:  Mar.:  Apr.:  l-iay  :J^Ji:ie  :Jul>'-  :  Aa^-.:Sopt.:  Oct.:  ITov. 

_  15  :     15  :     15  :    15  :     15  :  15     :  15     =  1?_.L_13  :    15  =  13 

Cento  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cent?  Cr--i:s 


:i:s  Cent 


Jec . 

IS 


;ents  Cents 


Average 

1^.0 

14.  U 

1U.7 

lU.Ii- 

1930-39 

1U.2 

13. 

0 

lU.l 

1938 

16.7 

16.0 

15.9 

16, 

2 

16.1 

15.7 

15.0 

1939 

lU.O 

1U.2 

14.3 

14. 

13.9 

13.^ 

13.7 

19^t0 

12.0 

12.2 

12.8 

12. 

a 

13.6 

13.3 

13.6 

I9UI 

13.7 

I'l.O 

l^t.U 

15. 

7 

16.3 

16.8 

Agricultural  Har.keting  Service  data. 


i'!-.3    13.7    13.3  12.9 


13.6 


Ij)  .  o 
11.7 
13.0 


:T7fL00K  -  CIIICID^^NS 


BACI-ZC-ROUl-TD.-  As  a  result  of  the  relatively  smaller  nurter  of 
lav. ^..^3  required  now  to  produce  the  nation's  sup^^ly  of  eggs, 
the  .:o>;l  slaughter  accounts  for  a  smaller  proportion  of  the 
ann^ial  production  of  chicken  meat  than  formerly.    Before  the 
large  increase  in  iDroiler  output,  production  of  yoimg  chickens 
for  meat  fluctuated  pretty  closely  v.dth  the  numher  of  pullets 
raised  for  flock  rc-olacement . 
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ConL..8rcial  oroiler  production  has  ncre  than  iriade  tip 
for  the  raiativelj?-  smaller  quantity  of  meat  coining  from  the 
fov/1  sla.ughter.     Since  "broiler  production  has  'become  a  year- 
round  proposition,  it  has  resulted,  in  a  less^sninf  of  seasonal 
variation  in  prices  and.  consequontly  has  stimulated  consumption. 

Chicken  Sla'-ightcr  in  19'41  Uill  3c 
the  Largest  in  rlistoi-y 

Preiiminar;'  data  indicate  axi  increase  of  lU  percent  in  tiie  numher  of 
c-iickens  raised  on  farms  this  year  compared  to  IQ'^O.     Increases  have  occurred 
in  all  regions,  hut  are  most  pronounced  in  the  I'/est  f-orth  Centra,l  and  South 
Central  States  —  the  areas  ^/hcro  numhors  v;erc  reduced  most  during  the  drought 
in  the  middle  1930' s.    Peed  supplies  in  those  areas  this  j^ear  were  the  largest 
in  several  years,  and  a  considerahle  amount  of  unused  housing  capacity  v/as 
avaAlchle  as  a  result  of  the  decline  in  n'^xmhers  a  fev  years  ago, 

The  slaughter  of  farm-produced  chickens  this  year  is  expected  to  tota.1 
aro-ond  6S0  million  birds.     In  addition,  tnc  slaughter  of  hroilers  v;ill  he 
something  like  I50  million  head,  and  nonfarm  production  prohahly  v/ill  con- 
trihutc  another        to  oO  million.     The  total  slaughter  of  chickens  in  the 
United  States  this  year,  therefore,'  is  expected  to  "be  oy  far  the  largest  on 
record.     The  increase  in  meat  supplies  may  he  even  larger  than  the  increase 
in  numher  slaughtered  since'  conditions  this  year  favor  faedi:ig  to  heavier 
v.'c  ight  s . 

Despite  the  prospective  heav;'-  marketings,  the  averag'e  price  received 
"by  farmers  for  chickens  is  expected  to  remain  aoove  a  year  earlier  at  least 
for  the  next  several  months.     The  spread  ever  a  year  earlier  v/ill  continue  to 
oe  relatively  greater  for  hens  than  for  young  chickens,  hov/cver,  since  market- 
ings of  fov/1  v/ill  decline  and  marketings  of  yoiing  chickens  will  increase  sea- 
sonally.    In  fact,  prices  received  "by  farmers  for  some  classes  of  young 
chickens  later  this  yea^r  may  average  little  different  from  those  a  year  earlier 

A  F-'jLTther  Increase  in  Ci'.icken  Production 
in  Prospect  for  19^42 

Although  prices  received  "by  faxmers  for  chickens  may  decline  later 
this  year,  chicken  producing  in  19^1  h-as  been  very  favora'ble.     Thus  with  a 
favoraole  outlook  for  chicken  and  egg  prices  for  19^2,  a  further  increase  in 
chicken  production  next  year  pro"bal)ly  will  result.     It  is  lilcely  that  v/ith 
the  larger  numocr  of  fov/ls  to  he  marketed,  total  slaughter  of  farm-produced 
chickens  in  19^2  v/ill  reach  750  million  head  —  the  goal  specified  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  the  recently  anno^unced  food  expansion  program. 
The  nvonher  of  all  chickens  on  farms  prooahly  v/ill  not  he  incrrascd  as  much 
in  19^+2  as  this  ye?,r,    l:Ji:_mbcr3  of  chickens  on  farms  nay  be  increased  ^0  mil- 
lion head  or  more  during  19^^'l5  but  only  a  moderate  increase  may  occur  d'oring 
19^2,    Sccause  of  the  probability  of  a  heavier  fov/1  slcLUghter  next  year  and 
a  smaller  increase  in  size  of  farm,  flocks,  the  desired  slaughter  may  be 
attained  v/ith  an  increase  in  hatchings  over  a  year  earlier    only  half  as 
large  as  occurred  in  19^-1 .    An  increase  any  larger  tha.n  that  may  cause 
considerable  readjustment  difficulties  later.     The  number  of  layers  for  19^3 
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co^old  ^oe  maintained  at  the  lSk2  level  even  though  the  13U2  hatch  shoiad  he 
no  larrer  than  this  year's  output, 

Because  of  the  fui-ther  improvement  in  consuruer  demand  for  x^oultrv 
expected  for  1942  and  the  relatively  elastic  nature  of  that  demand,  prices 
received  oy  farmers  during  most  of  I3H2  may  average  higher  than  in  IQkl.  Roy- 
over    during  the  last  few  months  of  19^2  a  very  strong  demand  may  l)c' necessary 

o?  nh??vr'''''      T  ^""^^  ^^^^  prospective  record  supplies 

of  chickens  pro DoMy  wix.  to  competing  with  record  domestic  supplies  of  other 
-aoaos.     If  favorahlc  prices  should  continue  through  the  heavy  maT-ketin-  sea- 

n^-'J  °^  ^f^^'  ^^''^  -^-y*^^^  ^y^l^        chicken  production 

may  Le  modiiied  m  tnat  further  increa..s  might  occur  in  I9U3.     Ir^  such  an 
event  cnicken  prices  in  I9U3  might  decline  even  if  the  19I12  level  of  consumers' 
th^Hh^r^'  niaxntained,   since  the  fowl  slaughter  in  I9U3  would  l.e  even  larger 

acpend  partly  upon  movements  of  the  general  price  level. 

Government  to  Purchase  Chickens 
Under  Lend-Leaso  Authority 

tn.f  Septem-ber  3  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodity  Corporation  announced 

OftLl\'''''  -^^"P^^^f^  ^°  ^^c^i^^  for  the  sale  of  canned,  honed  chicken, 

and       nnn"""^T"  '°  annomicement  were  received  up  to  September  10 

^dcUtTinn?  purchased.    Arrangements  are  hcing  made  to  purchase 

-ooLdi  ?d^^  !•    ""^'f^  ^^^^  expected  that  ahout  18  million 

foTex.o^  !.'d  1  °'  -ill  purchased 

lor  export  ^ondor  tnc  lend-lease  program  or  for  other  purposes. 

Broiler  Output  Has  Increased  Hapidly 

.  whJ?p'f''^'°'''  are  tliat  the  hroiler  industry  during  the  past  year -or  so 
words    ii  a^rhofr  f."'  ^'""''"^       prevailing  capacity.     In  other 

manv  ;.o:ip:  ^^^1^^^       capacity  all  year,  nearly  twice  as 

many  orders  could  nr.ve  oaen  producer.     In  19^1  at  least  I50  million  broilers 
ZtlT^r^'^^    ?     '  an  output  equivalent  to  perhaps  I5  percent  of  the  TDrohahle 

Tittle,        '''''■V  ^^^^^  ^^'^^^^^  production  m.ay  increase  con- 

siderably more  than  is  now  expected  (because  of  increased  broiler  output) 

tit  ,rfi;^'  of  hatching  eggs  probably  will  be  more  abundant  next  yiar  than 
tney  were  this  xj-ear,  ^^'■^^^ 


P,.-.     /-^ /connection  with  the  poultry  ezcpansion  urogram,  nowever,  .it  is 
evnasized  that  tne  need  is  decidedly  more  for  eggs  than  for  meat.     The  de- 
rXf,.  ^'"^  recently  annomced  .s  expected  to  result  from  the  Thrice 

relationsnips  m  prospect.    Broiler  production  has  increased  from  onelfourth 

^ortit;;  n^'"^.^''^^^-^'  '"^^""^^-^  ^"^^^  ^^'^  "^"^"^^  contributes  a  sizable 

d^^^in?  J  .  tl  production  in  the  United  States.     It  is  hard  to 

'  P^°^-^^*  abnormal  times,  Just  how  much  additional  ex- 

ITtfVlT      .  ^"^'l^^^^^  i^  the  long  run.    But,  in  .^eneral,  it  ap-oears  to 
oe  rayher_ hazardous  to  ex^oand  permanent  povdtry  housing  facilities  materially 
?^oJ;  it-r""";  '  slaughter  much  larger  during  the  next  few  years  and 

p.oauction  of  yoking  chickens  on  a  higher  level,  per  cav,ita  supplies  of  chicken 
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meat  will  "be  "by  far  the  lareiest  in  history.     In  addition,  domestic  per  capita 
supplies  of  other  meats  protaoly  will  oe  the  largest  in  more  than  a  decade. 
i-Iaintenance  of  favoratile  prices  under  these  conditions  are  dependent  upon  a 
continued  strong  consxiiner  demand  for  all  meats. 

TURKEYS 

Preliminar^f  data  indicate  tiirkey  production  in  19Ul  will  "oe  a'bout  5 
percent  larger  than  in  15^0,     This  year's  sla^oghter,  however,  pro"ba"bly  will 
"be  a  little  smaller  than  in  I9U0.    Fewer  turkeys  were  carried  over  from  last 
year  for  marketing  in  early  I9U1  and  more  will  be  carried  over  into  l^kZ  he- 
cause  of  the  large  late  hatch  and  the  probahility  of  some  increase  in  the 
n^jmher  of  hreeding  srcck.     Turkey  prices  for  I9U1  will  average  materially 
higher  tlian  in  I9U0.     This  prohably  will  lead  to  f-ai'thor  expansion  in  t^orkey 
production  next  year. 

The  average  -oricc  received  hy  farmers  for  turke^-s  in  mid-August,  16.I 
cents  per  po-and,  v/as  20  percent  highc  •  than  in  Au^ast  19hO.    7/holesalo  prices 
for  live  turkeys  streng-choned  somcwhai;  further  in  mid-Septemher. 


Price  per 

pou;-:d 

rec'^ived  "by 

far';er 

3  for 

live  turkej-s 

,  United  Sta 

tes 

Year 

J  an . 

15 

la'o . : 
15  : 

Mar. : 

15  : 

15  : 

15  : 

J-jjie  ; 
15  : 

July 
15' 

Au-z. : 
15  : 

Sept. : 

Oct. : 

15  : 

Nov. : 
15  : 

Dec, 

15 

wt-i.  L;  S 

Cents 

Cents 

Con":s 

Ce-i^-, 

Conts 

Oen  1/  3 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Average 
1935-39. 

17.2 

16. S 

16. 5 

16.2 

15.5 

IU.7 

IU.6 

lU.^ 

15.3 

16.1 

17.2 

17.5 

193s 
1939 
19'^ 
iSki 

17.5 
.  13.3 

IU.2 
.  15.5 

17.7 
17.5 
14.0 

15.1 

17.2 
17.6 
13.7 
15.2 

17.0 
16.9 
13.5 
15.5 

16. u 

15.6 
13.2 
15. i+ 

15.6 
1^.7 
12.9 
15. U 

15.7 

12.9 
15. s 

15.0 
1^.3 
13.^ 
16.1 

16.0 
15. U 
1^.3 

16.5 

15.3 
l^-.7 

17.1 
16.0 

15.5 

13.1; 
15.6 
15. S 

Agricultural  I-iarketing  Service  data. 

D0K3STIC  DEMAiTD 

Further  gains  in  the  cons-'oner  demand  for  farm  products  are  in  prospect 
for  the  remainder  of  I9U1  hut  the  gains  are  expected  to  he  more  moderate  than 
those  during  the  past  8  months.     Industrial  activity  has  a'bout  stopped  rising, 
partly  as  a  result  of  the  diversion  of  materials  from  civilian  use  to  defense 
needs.    The  rapid  gains  in  economic  activity  vmich  occurred  prior  to  A-:jgust, 
ho^=rever,  v;ill  res-ixLt  in  some  further  increases  in  consumer  income.     The  limi- 
tations on  output  of  durable  goods  for  consumer  use  will  release  more  of  the 
income  for  purchases  of  nondiorahle  items,  including  food  and  other  products 
using  farm  commodities  as  rav;  raaterirls. 

Consumer  incomes  are  expected  to  increase  further  d-aring  19^+2  as  the 
economy  "becomes  adjusted  to  a  ia.rgor  production  of  defense  materials.  (The 
outlook  for  domestic  demand  in  19^-2  will  he  presented  in  detail  in  the  October 
issue  of  the  Demand  and  Price  Situtition.) 
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IT 0 nag r i c ul t u r al  La"bor  Income  Presented  as 
an  Ir,proved  lAc a.sv.re  of  Cor.sixner  Leriand 

In  connection  with  income  research  "being  carried  on  in  this  Bureau 
a  series  of  data  has  "been  computed  vAich  measiircs  the  lahor  income  received 
by  nonagricultural  workers.     This  group  constitutes  a  major  portion  of  the 
total  nonfarm  population  and  thereby  also  the  most  important  single  outlet  for 
agricultural  products.     In  recent  years  the  aggregate  income  received  "by  this 
group  ha.s  constituted  over  two-thirds  of  the  total  nonagricultural  income 
payments. 

Nonagricultural  lahor  income  for  recent  years  uas  determined  from 
Department  of  Commerce  data  of  income  payments.     It  consists  of  salaries  and 
wages,  and  unomplovEient ,  retirement,  and  workmen's  compensations  and  pensions 
(exclusive  of  militar:/  pensions). 

Comparable  data  for  ea.rlicr  years  were  dcvolopod  from  information  ob- 
tained from  the  Fationcl  Bureau  of  Sconomlc  Ee search.     The  rosu-lting  series 
measures  the  flow  of  money  to  that  group  of  the  population  which  materially 
alters  its  exjjenditures  for  food  when  its  income  is  changed.     Generally  speak- 
ing, individ"'aa.ls  receiving  their  income  from  interest,  dividends,  etc,  are  in 
.the  higher  income  groups  and" their  demand  for  food  is  not  changed  materially 
when  their  income  changes.  ■  For  these  reasons  the  nonagricultui'al  labor  in- 
\come  series  appears  to  be  a  better  indicator  of  changes  in  the  level  of  demand 
for  m^any  farm  products  in  recent  yea.rs  than  those  previously  used. 

Changes  in  cash  farm  incom.e  from  eggs  are  closely  associated  with 
changes  in  the  nonagricultural  labor  income.     In  the  cover  page  chart  these 
tv/o  series  are  expressed  a.s  percentage  changes  from  the  preceding  year  rather 
tlian  as  percentages  of  a  fixed  base.     Over  the  31-7es,r  period  so  ma.ny  gradual 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  structure  of  the  economy  and  in  the  source  of 
income  tha,t  the  long-time  changes  in  the  tv/o  series  .have  been  quite  different. 
Relative  to  the  period  1910-1^,  for  example,  nonagricvJLtural  labor  income  in 
recent  years  has  been  much  higher  than  cash  farm  income  from.  eggs.     The  annual 
data  and  the  miOnthly  data  of  nonagricultural  labor  income  (i^jiadjusted  for 
seasonal  variation)  are  presented  in  the  following  table.     This  scries  will 
be  carried  hereafter  in  the  Poialtry  and  Sgg  Sitiiation  instead  of  the  series 
of  index  numbers  of  nonagricultriral  income  psyments. 
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Nona^ri cultural  labor  income,  byr.onths,  1?29  to  date 

 Index  number"  (19 24-29  =  100)  l/  

Year      Jaii.l  Feb,.'  Mar,[  Apr.]  May  '.J^me   !july     Aug.iSspt,.  Oct,.  Nov,.  Dec, 


1929  :105.1  106.1  ICS. 3  109.5  111.3  111.5  108.9  110.3  112,8  114.0  109,6  103,7 

1930  :103.9  105.2  103.6  103.8  105.8  102.9    97.4  95.8    97.6  97.6  94,0  92.8 

1931  :  88,8    r-8.6    3S  ,Z  88,8    38,5  87.3    32.8  80,8     81,2  80,8  78,1  76,4 

1932  :  74.0    72.3    71,5  G9.4     68,2  66,0    50,6  60.0    62.4  63,8  62.1  61,2 

1933  :  60.0    58. V    57.4  57,6    59.3  61,1    60.0  62.0    64,6  67.2  66.8  70.6 

1934  :  71,3     71.3     72.7  71,4     72,9  72,7     69.7  70. 2     70,9  73.4  73.0  74.0 

1935  :   74.4     75,3     76.5  77.3     77.6  77.5     74  ,6  75.9     79.3  82,1  52,0  84,8 

1936  :  F3.7     ^4.1     ^5.9  86,8     88.1  S&,3     36,4  37,5     90.3  94,0  94,5  96,8 

1937  :  92,9     94,4     97,4  98,7     99,9  100.0     96,7  97,6     99.1  100.5  96,9  95.3 

1938  :  89,1     G9,o     90,6  90.5     90,4  90.6     87.5  90.0     94.1  96.9  97,1  98.9 

1939  :  94.4     94.6     96,6  95.5     96.9  98.9     94,7  9G,6  100.1  104,6  104,7  106,5 

1940  :101,4  101.1  102.6  102.8  104.7  105,3  102.4  104,7  109 .0  113.3  113.2  117.3 

1941  :115.2  115.5  119.9  121.9  126.5  130.2  127,8 


Eased  on  data  from  Department  of  Coirinierce  and  the  National  Bureau  of  Eoonondc 
Research. 


l/    Annual  data  froiri  1910  to  date  are  included  in  another  table  of  this  report 
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Chickcr.G,  live;    Price  received  bv  farmers  as  percentage  of  parity  price, 
annual,  1910-40,  by  months,  ^^'larch  1923  to  date 


/nnual 


Year 


Per cent a^^ 


Yes.r 

Percentage 

Te  8;^ 

Percentage 

Year  \ 
 .  

Percent 


1910 

105   "  . 



•  1918 



109 



1923 

 .- 

114 

1934  ; 

77 

1911 

:        94  ! 

1919 

106 

1927 

107 

.     1935  ; 

100 

1912 

96 

19'  0 

107 

1928  ; 

110 

1936  : 

105 

1913 

:      IC  3 

:  i:^i 

:  112 

:  1929 

:  119 

:  1937 

:  102 

1914 

107 

:  l^-:2 

:  103 

!  1930 

103 

:  1938 

:  104 

1915 

;  96 

:     192  3 

:  101 

:  1931 

99 

:  1939 

:  92 

1916 

:  95 

lC-!4 

102 

:  1932 

:  £5 

:  1940 

:  90 

1917 

•100 

:  1925 

105  ■ 

:  1933 

70 

"Ift^hTy 

'U  p  •  : 

Feb. 

:  Mar  .  : 

AP^.  : 

May  : 

June  : 

Ju  ly : 

Au/^  • 

:S  ept ,  : 

Oct,  : 

Nov. 

:Dec.; 

Per  •* 

Per- 

Per- 

Pei'- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

~Pe" 

Per- 

Per- 

"Per-" 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cefit 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

1925 

100 

103 

106 

107 

110 

105 

105 

102 

95 

89 

1924  : 

94 

97 

101 

104 

109 

110 

108 

107 

105 

103 

98 

94 

1925 

96 

98 

103 

108 

113 

111 

110 

108 

106 

104 

100 

102 

192  6 

109 

111 

113 

120 

123 

124 

122 

113 

111 

lOS 

105 

104 

1927 

112 

113 

115 

115 

iCo 

105 

1C4 

103 

1C4 

103 

102 

.1928 

10^ 

lOS 

106 

los 

112 

111 

113 

112 

116 

•  115 

113 

112 

192  9 

114 

116 

119 

125 

128 

130 

125 

119 

118 

114 

107 

102 

1930 

106 

110 

111 

115 

109 

104 

95 

96 

99 

98 

93 

88 

1931 

O':' 

91 

93 

102 

98 

101 

101 

104 

IC'2 

94 

rs 

93 

1932 

92 

87 

S9 

90 

SS 

83 

65 

85 

65 

79 

76 

69 

1933  : 

72 

•^3 

72 

77 

81 

77 

75 

71 

67 

65 

62 

61 

1934  : 

37 

72 

74 

77 

77 

77 

81 

77 

85 

79 

79 

79 

1935 

83 

89 

95 

103 

105 

104 

94 

95 

105 

108 

110 

110 

1936 

114 

117 

115 

117 

115 

115 

110 

102 

100 

94 

89 

84 

1937  : 

RG 

83 

93 

97 

95 

95 

98 

103 

114 

117 

113 

110 

1938 

112 

107 

107 

109 

109 

107 

103 

93 

99 

94 

94 

94 

1939  : 

97 

99 

99 

100 

97 

93 

95 

92 

93 

87 

85 

30 

1940  ! 

83 

84 

88 

88 

93 

91 

94 

92 

94 

92 

90 

89 

1941  : 

94 

96 

98 

107 

110 

109 

111 

105 
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S£;gs  :     Price  received  "b;*-  farTrjsrs  as  percer.tate  of  parity  price, 
annual^  1910-40,  by  nontris,  Marc'i  1S23  tc  date 


Ye  ex 

"Fercer-tare 

*  Year 
'  

'■Per 

cent age 

"Percentage 

•  Ysar 

Perceni 


:age 

1910 

:  108 

:  1913 

107  : 

1926 

87 

1934 

67 



J.  i;X  X 

:  90 

:     X  ^  X  c? 

_L  0 

1927 

79 

1935 

:  102 

±\J0 

1928 

84 

1933 

;  Co 

1913 

:  98 

:     1921  : 

94 

1929 

90 

1957 

75 

:  104 

:  1922 

n 

O  X 

193C 

74 

1938 

1915 

:  94 

:     1923  : 

84 

1931 

63 

1939 

!  67 

1916 

:  93 

:     1924  : 

85  : 

1932 

62 

1940 

c9 

JL  ^  X  1 

• 

:  107 

1925  : 

1933 

60 

Ilonthl 

J 





:  o'ar.,: 

Feb  •  :  L'rr .  :  Krr  • 



:  :..9.y  : 

J-nd  : 

J^iiy:  Aug. 

:  Oct. 

-—  

i  'O"'', : 

Dec  • 

Pei'- 

•    Per-  Pcr- 

Pr,r — 

Per- 

- Por- 

Pc 

r- 

per- 

Per- 

. cent 

cer.t    cei^t  cent 

cc^rt 

cent 

3ont  cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

1923 

91 

84 

78 

76  76 

83 

34 

92 

89 

±i:c^  ; 

80 

94 

73 

74 

ft 

81 

82 

84 

89 

91 

90 

oc 
95 

ICS 

95 

82 

90 

i  i 

95 

97  94 

S5 

So 

on 

cn 

1  c  O  A 

62 

ri 

64 

94 

94 

S£  83 

86 

86 

oo 

yx 

X            .  ! 

65 

83 

74 

78 

66 

71 

74 

30 

33 

JO 

oO 

89 

83 

82 

o5 

GT 

bl 

37 

34 

34 

31 

/  O 

Xi7C  y  ; 

77 

92 

98 

86 

irC 

96 

94 

92 

91 

39 

Q7 

y  1 

X     U  O  i 

93 

95 

77 

83 

71 

67 

67 

71 

66 

DO 

o  o 

X        X  • 

60 

47 

69 

70 

\J  o 

62 

61 

65 

52 

65 

D  O 

1932  : 

55 

50 

49 

51 

53 

54 

56 

63 

63 

73 

73 

80 

O'Z'7 

-1-  \j  t^u  ; 

79 

48 

53 

56 

64 

53 

63 

56 

56 

63 

63 

59 

X  "  0"±  ; 

60 

63 

66 

65 

63 

62 

67 

72 

68 

'70 
1 

lO 

1^3  S 

81 

97 

82 

90 

o 

96 

92 

87 

88 

82 

1  O 

1936  : 

79 

95 

30 

80 

37 

21 

35 

85 

79 

78 

81 

81 

1937  : 

77 

76 

84 

86 

78 

11 

76 

74 

72 

71 

70 

70 

193S  : 

75 

64 

71 

71 

80 

84 

83 

81 

82 

79 

75 

80 

1939 

69 

65 

73 

71 

71 

70 

69 

68 

67 

66 

66 

58 

1940  : 

68 

83 

68 

67 

69 

56 

67 

66 

63 

69 

68 

77 

1941  : 

75 

69 

72 

87 

39 

1'04      100  95 
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Hens  and  pullets  ori  fariiis,  rate  of  lay,  eggs  produced,  sales  of  eggs, 
average  price  recei'/ed  "by  farmers  and  cash  farm 
inocme  frcin  tggs  1910-40 


Hens  and 
pullets 

on  f  arns 
Jan.  1 


_(_pata  for  neg*-  39521  5^^'^_3j^539) 

Average 
nuanber  of   :  Eggs 
eggs  pro-  :  produced 
on 
f  arns 


duced  per 
hen  and. 

pullet 


Qursntity 
of  eggs 
sold  "by 
f  arrer  s 


Average 
price  per 
dozon  re- 
ceived "by 
f  ai'iners 
for  eggs 


Cash 
farm 
ill  come 
from 
eggs 


• 

l.'i  1  Z.i  on 

Ml 1 Ix  on 

Lilli  on 

:  Millions 

Number 

dosen 

dozen 

Cents 

dollars 

lyxL' 

:         old  . 

o  ^ 

Oyj 

<C     iiO  J 

i  ,C  jC 

9  ri  Q 

ool 

Lull 

o'±c 

ofc) 

o   /I  c:  A 

X,  (  OO 

X  1  mO 

oU^t 

1  Q  T  O 

P  C 
OD 

O     'Z  o 
<£.  -  OO  O 

X  ,  t  (  T 

or-  9 

T  '2  O 

oob' 

ly  iO 

■70  '7 

:         oc  1 

c 

OD 

O      ^7  A  O 
C  ,  O'l^i 

1 ,  DO  'j 

^y  »'± 

ocl 

1,  bo  / 

9  r\  c: 

'Z  P, 
O  O  tl 

1915 

:  "  340 

88 

2,492 

1,756 

1  Q  A 

341 

1916 

351 

87 

2,400 

1,693 

CaC  •  JL 

376 

1  Q1  7 

TOO 

oc 

?  "^m 

X  ,  C  i  Q 

O  J.  #0 

v.,  O 

J.  y  io 

OD 

9   "7,  '2;  "a 
C  i  ooo 

1  RP 
X  ,  DO  O 

o  o  •  u 

X  5  J.  y 

oo  x 

R  7 

9  ^A9 

X  ,  O-i  .J 

'it  X  »  o 

7i"9 

1  oo  n 

±Vc,  u 

iJ^X 

ft  V 

1     70  r"; 
X  ,  /  y  o 

'x  O  #0 

7  PI 
(  OX 

^  o 

9    ^1  7 

«^  C  «  O 

O  o 

XZ>CC  ! 

yo 

9  7R,'^ 

.  J  ,  o 

CO  • 

o  wo 

J.  uC  O 

^7? 

C  ,.X 

Cj  \:  #  »J 

O  o  o 

XZ/Ci. 

0  J' J 

oy 

9    P  P 

i-  ,  COO 

,  X  i- 

o  •  / 

o  oo 

1925 

391 

90 

2,914 

2,242 

30.4 

682 

1926 

394 

95 

3,104 

2,4ai 

26.9 

695 

XsC  1  , 

'J.  XD 

t  o 

O  _y      X  i7 

•-  J  - 

1928 

427 

91 

3,222 

w  ,  u 

28.1 

709 

1929  : 

404 

94 

3,150 

2,462 

29.8 

740 

1930  : 

420 

93 

3,256 

2,551 

23.7 

606 

1931  : 

402 

96 

3,211 

2,469 

17.6 

434 

1932  : 

386 

94 

3,025 

2,235 

14.2 

324 

1933  : 

391 

91 

2,960 

2,228 

13.8 

309 

1954  : 

385 

69 

2,859 

2,171 

17.1 

370 

1935  : 

350 

95 

2,775 

2,098 

2  3.4 

491 

1936  : 

361 

94 

2,833 

2,136 

21,8 

466 

1937  : 

577 

100 

3,]37 

2,408 

21,3 

513 

1938  : 

350 

106 

3,085 

2,330 

20,3 

473 

1939  : 

571 

103 

3.,  186 

2,431 

17.4 

423 

1940  : 

384 

101 

3,240 

2,504 

18.0 

449 

1941  : 

373 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 
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Pi'ices  rsceivsci  "by  fanners  for  chickens  and  eggs,  cost  cf  poultry 


rati  or 

arc  nonrgr 

-.cultural  labor  in^o.ro 

1910-41 

(Data  for  neg.  59539  and  39541) 

Year 

:  Average 
:  price  re- 
:  ceived  by; 
:  far:naer 
:  for  eggs 

Average  price  per 
po^rnd  received  by 
farmer  for 
chickens 

:    Average  cost  of  a 
:      poultry  ration  : 
:     p'?r  ICO  pounds  l/ 

I 'On- 
agri cultural 
1  ab  cr 
inc  ofjo 

Index 

Index 

Index 

:  nuribers 
:  (1910-14 

Frice 

nujriber  s 
(1910-14 

Cost 

ntimbcrs 

(1910-14 

number  c 
(1910-14 

:     =  100) 

=  100) 

=  loo) 

:        =  IOC; 

Cents 

Dollars 

 — — —  -  — 

1910 

:  106 

11.8 

101 

1.29 

99 

35,4 

1911 

89 

10.9 

93 

1,22 

94 

35.3 

1912 

103 

11.0 

94 

1,38 

105 

38,3 

1913  : 

98 

12.3 

105 

1.23 

94 

41,1 

1914 

104 

12,6 

108 

1.40 

107 

40,5 

i  yic) 

11,8 

101 

1.44 

110 

AO  'Z 

1916 

112 

13.5 

115 

1,53 

117 

49.1 

1917  : 

161 

13,9 

144 

2,67 

205 

56.1 

1918  : 

1S3 

cx»7 

18o 

2,89 

o  o  o 
dec 

70,4 

1919  : 

210 

24,6 

210 

2.97 

228 

76.7 

1920  : 

221 

25.3 

224 

c  ,  «>  «^ 

225 

90.6 

1921  : 

144 

20.9 

178 

1.28 

98 

74.0 

1922 

127 

19,2 

134 

1.34 

103 

78.1 

1923  : 

135 

19,1 

163 

1.60 

123 

90.7 

1924  : 

136 

19.4 

166 

1.72 

132 

90.  6 

X  u  CD  ; 

20.5 

175 

1.93 

148 

y*!  0C 

1926  : 

147 

22,3 

199 

1,55 

119 

100,5 

1927  : 

127 

2C,  5 

171 

1.67 

128 

101.5 

1928  : 

143 

CX  ,0 

TOT 

181 

X,  79 

lo7 

103,5 

192  9  : 

151 

22,8 

192 

1.72 

152 

109.7 

1930  : 

120 

13,4 

155 

le50 

115 

99,7 

1931  : 

89 

15,8 

135 

.98 

75 

84.3 

1932  : 

72 

11.8 

ion 

.64 

49 

66,0 

1933  : 

70 

9,5 

32 

,31 

62 

62.1 

1934  : 

37 

11,3 

9C 

1,23 

94 

72.0 

j-i^oo  : 

1  1  Q 

xxy 

14,9 

127 

1.44 

111 

78  ,1 

1936  : 

111 

15,8 

136 

1,46 

112 

86.9 

1937  : 

103 

15,9 

143 

1.74 

154 

97.5 

1938  : 

103 

15.0 

133 

1,02 

79 

92,1 

1939  : 

88 

13.5 

115 

1,04 

80 

98.7 

1940      '  : 

91 

13,3 

114 

1,19 

91 

106.5 

1941  : 

Continu  3d  - 
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Prices  recef.ved  by  farmers  for  chiclrens  ajideggs,  cost  of  poultry 
ratior  erd  ronagr icu] tural  labor  income  1910-41  -Continued 

Wonagricultural  labor  income  based  on  data  from  Departmenb  of  Gomjnerc-^  and 
National  Bureau  of  Economic  Research,    All  other  basic  data  from  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service, 

l/   Ration  consists  of  corn  62  povmds,  v/heat  14  pounds,  oats  G  pounds,  barlsy 
F  pounds,  brsji  £  pounds,  and  tankage  5  pounds*    Monthly  cost  based  on  United 
St8.tes  airera^e  midjuonth  prices  received  for  corn,  v/heat,  oats,  ai'^d  bai'ley 
and  midmonth  prices  paid  for  bran  aiid  tankage.    Amual  figures  are  simple  aver 
ages  of  L'lOnthly  data»    Although  this  ration  ma.y  not  be  used  as  such  an;^avhere 
in  the  United  States,  the  constituents  compose  a  very  ].arge  percentage  of  all 
rations  and  therefore  the  price  changes  ere  significant.    Rations  used  in 
present-day  poultry  feeding  operations  are  flexible  aiid  include  m^any  addi- 
tional ingredients. 
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HENS  AND  PULLETS  ON  FARMS  JANUARY  1.  EGGS  PER  LAYER,  AND 
TOTAL  EGG  PRODUCTION  ON  FARMS,  UNITED  STATES,  1910-41 


HENS  AND 
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DATA  FROM  A.  M.  S.  *  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  EGGS  PRODUCED  ANNUALLY  PER  LAYER  ^  ESTIMATE 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG  39521 


BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  EfONOMJCS 


Figure  3.-    The  average  riUMBER  of  eggs  produced  annually 

PER   HEN    IN   RECENT  YEARS   HAS  BEEN   ABOUT    10  PERCENT   LARGER  THAN 
IN  THE   LATE    1920^5.      As   A   RESULT,    RELATIVELY  FEWER   HENS  ARE 
SUPPLYING  THE  NaTION's  EGGS.      EgG   PRODUCTION    IN    1942  WILL  BE 
THE   LARGEST  ON   RECORD   BUT  THE   NUMBER  OF   HENS  WILL  BE   BELOW  THE 
1927-30  AVERAGE. 


FEED-EGG  RATIO  AT  CHICAGO,  1927-41 

(  DEVIATIONS  FROM  10-YEAR  AVERAGE  ) 


1927        1929        1931        1933        1935        1937        1939  1941 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.    32471    BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTU RAL  ECONOMICS 

FIGURE  4 


PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  FARMERS  FOR  CHICKENS  AND  FOR  EGGS, 
AND  COST  OF  POULTRY  RATION.  UNITED  STATES,  1910-41 

INDEX  NUMBERS!  1910-14=100) 
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1910  1915  1920  1925  1930  1935  1940  1945 

*  BASED  ON  PRICES  OF  CORN.  OATS.  BARLEY.  WHEAT.  BRAN.  AND  TANKACE 
BASED  ON  DATA  FROM  A.  M.  S.  DATA  FOR  1941  ARB  ESTIMATED 


U.  S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NES,  3954J         BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

FIGURE  5 

During  the  World  Jar  feed  costs  advanced  much  more  hapidly  than  chicken  and  egg 
PRICES.     In  the  past  year,  however,  the  advance  in  prices  of  poultry  products  has 
kept  ahead  of  the  advances  in  feed  costs.    Although  feed  prices  during  the  1941-42 
crop  year  probably  will  be  maintained  at  or  above  the  September  1941  levels,  the 
feed-egg  ratio  for  the  period  as  a  whole  is  expected  to  be  more  favorable  for  pro- 
ducers than  the  IO-yeah  average  feed-egg  ratio. 


